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What is arrogance? 


Arrogance and the arrogant in the sight of Allah 
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Iwill turn away from my signs those who are arrogant upon the 
earth without right; and if they should see every sign, they will 
not believe in it. (The arrogant will be denied understanding of 
the Quran) [AL-A'raf: 146] 
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"Thus does Allah seal the heart of every arrogant and tyrannical 
person." [Ghaftr: 35] 
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"They have certainly become arrogant in themselves and have 


exceeded all limits with a great arrogance." [Al-Furgan: 21] 
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"Indeed, those who are too proud to worship me will enter Hell 


in disgrace."[Ghafir: 6o] 


What is arrogance? 


In the view of Muhammad (PBUH), the position of 


arrogance & the arrogant 


(1) A person in whose heart even the weight of a mustard seed of 
arrogance exists, Allah Almighty will throw him into Hell with 
his face turned away. [Sunan Ibn Majah 59] 

(2) A companion asked the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) that such-and-such person is very arrogant. The Prophet 
replied, 'Isn't there death waiting for him?' 

(3) He further explained, "On the Day of Judgment, the arrogant 
and tyrants will be resurrected in the form of ants, people will 
trample over them. This will happen because they considered 
Allah insignificant (meaning they will be debased due to their 
arrogance). 

(4) Once, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) was in 
the Mosque of Quba when people presented a cup of milk mixed 
with honey for him to break his fast. After tasting it, he returned 
the cup and said, "| do not make it unlawful." Then he said, 
"Whoever shows humbleness for the sake of Allah, Allah elevates 
him; whoever adopts arrogance, Allah debases him; whoever 
maintains moderation, Allah enriches him; and whoever 
oppresses, Allah makes him poor; and whoever remembers 


Allah abundantly, Allah makes friendship with him. 
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Messenger of Allah #8 said, "Allah, the Exalted, says: "Honour is 
My lIzar and Pride is My Cloak. Whoever competes with Me 
regarding one of them, shall be tormented." [Riyad as-Salihin 
617]. The Prophet (peace be upon him) said that a person 
continues to inflate his ego until he is recorded among the 
tyrants, and the same punishment that befalls them will also 
befall him. 


Definition of arrogance 


Arrogance is the denial of truth and considering oneself 
superior to others, meaning considering superior to others in 
terms of qualities and attributes, while also considering others 
as inferior and lowly. Therefore, the thought of one's own 


superiority and greatness is arrogance. 


Pride and arrogance in the eyes of the devout 
Mutraf bin Abdullah Ahmed (RA) said: 


“The beginning of a human being is a drop of fluid in the womb, 
and the end is a state of decay as a dead body. In between, a 
person carries the burden of filth in their belly. So, what is there 
to be arrogant about?” 


Abu Ali Jorjani (ra) said: 


What is arrogance? 


"The composition of the desires (nafs) is pride, greed, and envy. 
Thus, when Allah intends to destroy someone, He keeps them 
away from humility, goodwill, and contentment. And when He 
wants to improve someone, He grants them these qualities. 
Because of these blessings, whenever the fire of arrogance ignites 


in the heart, humility extinguishes it with the help of God." 


Shah Muhammad Yaqoob Mujaddidi Bhupali Ahmed (ra) said: 

"The Quran breaks down arrogance and brings it down to the 
level of humility and humanity. He said that humility is the 
highest rank. He also mentioned that there is no rank or 


perfection greater than self-effacement (defeating the ego)." 


Causes of Arrogance 


. Knowledge 
. Deeds 

. Lineage 

. Wealth 

. Beauty 

. Perfection 
. Power 


. Authority 


Arrogance can enter the heart through any of these gateways. 
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Knowledge: Scholars are more prone to arrogance. Scholars in 
his heart, he considers himself’ superior due to the perfection of 
his knowledge and views others as ignorant, insignificant, and 
foolish. For these reasons, he doesn't even think it acceptable to 
look at others. He expects greetings, craves respect, and waits for 
gratitude. He expects all sorts of good behavior and favors from 
people. His heart's state is such that everyone should come to 
visit him while he should not visit anyone, everyone should serve 
him while he should serve no one. If by chance he respects 
someone or mistakenly greets someone first, he thinks in his 
heart that he has honored that person, granted him respect, and 
done a favor. He spends day and night acquiring knowledge 


through which he can exceed his contemporaries in honor and 


greatness, such as debates, arguments, and writing articles. 


If he ever finds someone's mistake, he feels happy, and if 
someone finds his mistake, he feels distressed. Historian Wahb 
ibn Munabbih said that the state of knowledge is like that of 
rainwater, which is pure and sweet. But when it falls on the 
ground, every tree absorbs it into its roots, and the taste of the 
water becomes the same as that of the tree. The same is the case 
with knowledge. People acquire knowledge, but the results 


depend on their nature, character, and condition. If there was an 
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existing tendency towards arrogance, it increases, and on the 
other hand, if there was an existing tendency towards humility, 
it increases. This means that the fault does not lie with the 
content rather, humans are the containers, and knowledge is the 


content. 
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"There will be some people who will recite the Quran, but it will 
not go beyond their throats. They will claim that they have read 
the Quran and ask, "Who has read the Quran more than us?" 


The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) turned towards 
his companions and said, 'O people of the Ummah! They will be 
among you, and all of them will be fuel for Hell’ Hazrat 
Hudhayfah (may Allah be pleased with him) once led the prayer, 
and after concluding it, he said, ‘Find another Imam for 
yourselves or pray alone because while leading you, a thought 
crossed my mind that no one among you is better than me.' (It is 
worth reflecting that even Hazrat Hudhayfah could not avoid 
the attribute of pride. Today's time is indeed close to the Day of 
Judgment.) What about today's nam and today's worshippers, 
and the quality of their prayers. 
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Deeds: This includes worship, ethics, remembrance, recitation, 
etc. Due to these reasons, or even just one of them, a person who 
performs good deeds or worships may begin to see themselves as 
successful and others as unsuccessful, doomed, or inferior. This 
can lead to arrogance, and their temperament may reach a point 
where they desire respect and honor for themselves, considering 
the large number of friends and followers as a sign of their 
greatness. They believe that others should come to them, and 


going to others is seen as a disgrace. 


[ Sahih Muslim] 1! alef 334 OT pal] ot GA AA ope 


"It is enough evil for a person to look down upon his Muslim 


brother." 


However, if'a person loves and respects a devout worshipper only 
because it is the command of Allah, then such a person will 
attain salvation due to this action. On the other hand, the 
devout worshiper, because he hates such humble people, will be 
deserving of Allah's anger. How surprising it is that people gain 
the status of the devout worshiper through their love for him, 
while the worshiper himself, due to his arrogance, experiences 
the displeasure of God. Hazrat Hasan al-Basri (may Allah be 
pleased with him) said that a person who wears woolen clothes is 


often more arrogant than someone who wears silk. A worshipper 
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has many flaws besides his actions, but due to arrogance, he is 
unable to see them, Such as ignorance, arrogance and pride, 
hatred and self-admiration. Despite all these flaws, if he faces 
any harm from someone, he immediately assumes that 
forgiveness and salvation for that person is impossible. He 
thinks this way only because he has magnified his own self- 
worth and importance to such an extent that he believes if he 
were to utter a single curse, the heat of that curse would burn 
the person's house down. However, the unacceptability of his 
own deeds and his ignorance are enough for him; his actions are 


in reality, a deception (fraud). 


This too is a kind of good humour that if a fly falls into 
someone's food, they refuse to eat it, but if many flies fall into 
and decay in their faith, they do not observe the infection. The 
reason is that the love and desire for this world have sharpened 


a person's senses concerning worldly matters but have dulled 


them regarding the Hereafter. A person is highly sensitive about 


their preferences and habits, unable to tolerate any deficiency in 
physical needs, yet they overlook serious matters related to God 
and the Hereafter as if they have no importance. A person who is 
lost in themselves fails to see the truth. Using religion in the 


name of the world is falseness, while using the world in the 
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name of religion is dishonesty, which corrupts a person's deeds 


(good deeds are destroyed by bad -_~ 
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[Mohammed:36] G Sigal 
Indeed, the life of this world is nothing but play and 
amusement. But if you believe and fear Allah, He will give you 


your rewards and will not ask you for your wealth. 


Lineage and Ancestry: A person who himself has noble lineage 
often regards those of lower ancestry as inferior, even if they are 
more knowledgeable and pious. When arrogance enters the 
heart due to one's lineage, a sense of superiority and authority 
emerges. Such a person may perceive others as servants, 
subordinates, helpless, or needy. This results in a change in 
behavior during interaction, authoritative tones in conversation, 
harsh expressions, and arrogance in posture. If there were no 


arrogance in the heart, the person would be humble, open, 


smiling, and sociable. However, this arrogance regarding lineage 


is often hidden within and manifests, especially in anger, 


excitement, and agitation. 


Once, there was a dispute between Hazrat Abu Dhar al-Ghifari 
(may Allah be pleased with him) and another person. Hazrat 
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Abu Dhar referred to him as "son of a black woman." The 
Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) said, "O Abu Dhar, 
there is no superiority of one over another based on the color of 
their skin or their ancestry." Realizing his mistake, Hazrat Abu 
Dhar considered it essential to correct his own arrogance. He 
told the person to strike his cheek with his foot so that the 
arrogance and honor he felt could be removed through disgrace. 


When the self is humbled, such arrogance will not arise. 


The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) also narrated 
that during the time of Prophet Musa (peace be upon him), 
there was a quarrel between two people. One boasted about his 
lineage, counting up to his ninth ancestor. Allah revealed to 
Prophet Musa to tell the arrogant man that all nine ancestors he 


counted were in Hell, and he himself was the tenth. 


In today's world, poverty and being of lowly status have become 
shames and faults. Everywhere you look, there are descendants 
of nobility, landowners, princes, and chiefs. When these 
individuals are not satisfied, they may even seek to be known as 
scholars of religion. They might attach themselves to various 
spiritual titles, descendants of saints, spiritual guides, or 


prominent families. Only a few remain who are true to their 


faith and of humble origin, and they are rare. 
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Wealth: This world has been created as a test. Everyone is 
subjected to favorable and unfavorable conditions to evaluate 
every aspect of their character and to see how they respond in 
different situations. 


Hadith: People asked the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon 
him) who the worst people in his Ummah were. He replied, "The 
wealthy and privileged ones." 


Hadith: "If two hungry wolves were let loose among a flock of 
sheep, they would cause less harm than the love of wealth and 


status does to a person's religion." 


Hadith: A person once told the Prophet Muhammad (peace be 
upon him) that he did not wish for death. The Prophet asked if 
he had any wealth, and the person replied that he did. The 
Prophet said, "Give your wealth in charity for the Hereafter, 
because a believer's heart remains with his wealth. If you see it, 


you will desire it." 


Arrogance among traders, merchants, wealthy individuals, 


landowners, and contractors often arises from their wealth. The 
rich and their descendants may be arrogant, looking down upon 
the poor and their descendants. This arrogance stems from 


considering wealth as a sign of greatness and poverty as a sign 
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of contempt, while being unaware of the pitfalls of wealth and 
the virtues of poverty. This ignorance reflects a lack of 


understanding in religious knowledge and divine insight. 


Hazrat Abdullah bin Abbas (may Allah be pleased with him) 
mentioned that Amir al-Mu’minin Hazrat Ali ibn Abi Talib (may 
Allah be pleased with him) wrote him a letter saying: "A person 
is pleased when they gain something they were not about to lose 
and mourned when they lose something they were not going to 
gain. Therefore, when Allah gives you something from the 
worldly possessions, do not be excessively pleased, and when He 
withholds something from you, do not be overly saddened. Your 
focus should be on what comes after death." Hazrat Ibn Abbas 
said that, after the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), 


this letter was the most beneficial piece of advice he received. 


The correct and desired reaction is that when something is lost, 


one should not be overly distressed, and when something is 


gained, one should not become arrogant or proud. This world is 


a place of upheaval; no situation provides a basis for pride or 


despair. All pride ultimately fades here. 


The love of wealth keeps a person away from obeying Allah. The 
apparent ranks among people are tests, not distinctions. The 


means of luxuries for a person are, in fact, a means of trial. 
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Hadith: "Whoever becomes disinterested in the world, Allah 
places wisdom in their heart and makes wise words flow from 
their tongue. Allah shows them the defects of the world, its 
disorders and guides them safely to the abode of peace 
(Paradise). This wisdom, granted due to detachment from 
worldly things, is one of Allah's greatest gifts. By forsaking little 


wealth, one will attain abundant goodness." 


Hadith: "Every Ummah has a trial, and the trial for my Ummah 
is wealth." Wealth, in essence, is a substitute for the world. 
Wealth represents the value of worldly possessions. It is wealth 
that reduces the voice of truth incomprehensible and 
unacceptable. Great wealth and extensive power inevitably lead 


to arrogance, pride, and negligence. 


Beauty: Arrogance often arises from this trait, particularly 


among women. Additionally, if a woman sees any flaw or 
imperfection in someone, she may also engage in backbiting 


with her tongue. 


There was an incident when a short woman came to the Prophet 
Muhammad (peace be upon him). Hazrat Aisha (may Allah be 
pleased with her) gestured to the Prophet, indicating that the 
woman was short. The Prophet replied, "You have backbitten her. 


Such behavior is also due to arrogance," because if she herself 
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were short, she would not call the woman short. It is as if she 
regarded her own height as superior and considered the other 
woman inferior, expressing it as well. Someone remarked that 


this was a fine example. 


Perfection: A person has certain God-given abilities that emerge 
through constant effort and are realized through practice. This 
is also true in the case of various arts and religious sciences. 
Once such perfection is achieved, it can become a source of 


arrogance for the person who possesses it. 


Power: The abundance of children, students, employees, 
followers, friends, the vastness of one's family and clan, the 


number of relatives, connections with wealthy individuals, and 


familiarity with politicians and rulers all these things can lead to 


arrogance in a person's heart. Someone who lacks these things is 


often regarded as insignificant, inferior, or lowly. 


The intoxication of status and power: The intoxication of 
government, authority, or lust all these can breed arrogance. As 
a result, a person begins to see themselves as a ruler and others 
as subordinates. This category includes powerful people, rulers, 


sultans, leaders, sheikhs, and administrators. 
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Signs of Arrogance 


Considering oneself to be superior, better, more perfect, and 
greater is arrogance. The expression of arrogance can stem from 
envy, hatred, self-admiration, or internal opposition. Arrogance 
resides in the heart, but its signs manifest through actions, 
words, and behaviors. Arrogance can be seen in a person's 
behavior, such as spreading their face, looking at others with 
disdain, glancing sideways, or avoiding direct eye contact to 
show indifference. Other signs include sitting with legs crossed, 
reclining on a cushion, placing one leg over the other and 
moving them lengthwise, placing hands on the hips, shrugging 
shoulders, speaking while twisting the neck, responding while 
clearing the nostrils, talking while cleaning one's teeth with a 
toothpick, standing with feet widely apart, speaking while 
walking when one could stand still to respond, and the like. 
Arrogance also shows in one’s voice, speech, the tone of 
expression, and even in the way one walks, like walking with 
deliberate steps. Arrogance is also present in the way one sits, in 
movements, and in clothing. Indeed, dressing well, seeking 
elegance, loving cleanliness, and maintaining a good appearance 
can all become means for arrogance to grow in the heart. Some 


people seek to feed their arrogance by desiring that others stand 
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in respect for them, stand with hands folded, maintain eye 
contact, and, when in public places, have others walk ahead or 
behind them. If someone sits opposite them, they are pleased, 
but if someone sits at an equal level, they dislike it. 


Hazrat Ali (may Allah be pleased with him) said that if someone 
wishes to see a person destined for Hell, they should look at 
someone who sits while others stand before them. Hazrat Anas 
(may Allah be pleased with him) stated that no one was more 
worthy of respect among the Companions than the Messenger of 
Allah (peace and blessings be upon him), yet when the 
Companions saw the Prophet, they did not stand out of respect 
because he disliked this practice. Hazrat Abu Darda (may Allah 
be pleased with him) said that a person becomes distant from 
Allah as long as people continue to walk behind them. Hazrat 
Abdur Rahman bin Auf (may Allah be pleased with him) did 
not wear clothes better than those of his servants, making it 


difficult to distinguish him among them. When people started 


following Hazrat Hasan Basri (may Allah have mercy on him), 


he stopped them, saying, "Do not walk behind me, for it leaves 


nothing in a person’s heart." 


Hazrat Ali (may Allah honor his face) also said that a person's 
honor is not diminished if they bring something home from the 
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market for their family. During his caliphate, Hazrat Umar (may 
Allah be pleased with him) would enter his house holding meat 
in his left hand and a whip in his right while walking through 
the market. On one occasion, he saw Hazrat Ubayy bin Ka'b 
(may Allah be pleased with him) walking ahead while a group of 
people followed him. When Hazrat Ubayy came near, Hazrat 
Umar struck him with a whip and said, "How can your heart 
remain humble when people walk behind you, and you are 
ahead of them in such a state?" The Prophet (peace and 
blessings be upon him) would personally tie his camel, feed it 
grass, sweep his house, milk his goats, mend his shoes, patch his 
clothes, eat with his servants, and carry home what he had 
purchased. Nowadays, arrogance has reached such a level that 
people do not buy their food and drink themselves, and even 


those who do, do not carry it home themselves. 


Arrogance and pride are defined as a person being unaware of 
their true self and considering themselves to be higher than 
their actual status. 


Degrees of Arrogance 


Arrogance towards God:This form of arrogance is worse than all 


others because it stems from ignorance and disobedience, as 
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demonstrated by Namrod and Pharaoh. They declared 
themselves to be the lord of their people and looked down upon 
the idea of being called servants of God. Essentially, arrogance is 
a barrier to servitude; it is an obstacle that prevents one from 
being a true servant of God. The most excellent expression of 


servitude is prayer. 
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As mentioned in Surah An-Nisa, Ayah 172: "The Messiah (Jesus, 
son of Mary) would never disdain to be a servant of Allah, nor 
would the closest angels. Whoever disdains His worship and is 
arrogant, He will gather them all to Himself’ (to answer)." This 
verse indicates that Jesus (peace be upon him) never considered 
it beneath him to be a servant of Allah, nor did the most 
honored angels. However, if anyone rejects servitude to Allah out 
of arrogance, there will come a day when Allah encompasses 


them all and bring them humbly before Him. 
Gogh iy 53 Sl yas ELT heb 


pg. 19 


What is arrogance? 


Arrogance towards the Prophets: When a person considers 
themselves to be honorable and dignified, they may resist 
following someone who seems like an ordinary person. Here, 
arrogance becomes a barrier to reflection and understanding. 
Such a person remains in the darkness of ignorance and refuses 
to submit. They falsely believe they are in the right, and even if 
they do reflect, their ego prevents them from obeying the truth. 


In the Quraysh, for instance, Walid bin Mughirah and Abu 
Mas'ud Thagaft questioned how Ibn Abdullah, an orphan, could 
be chosen by God as a true prophet over them. They wondered 
why someone of greater stature was not made a prophet. Among 
the disbelievers of Quraysh, some refrained from thinking and 
gaining insight due to their arrogance. Others knew that the 
Prophet was indeed the true messenger but refused to 
acknowledge it because of their pride. 


Rebellion in humans arises because they are unaware of their 


future and lack certainty about the Day of Judgment. The love 


for this world keeps people away from foresight and seriousness, 


leading them instead towards selfishness, superficiality, and a 
mindset focused solely on enjoying the present moment. Living a 
life that praises the importance of sensations and observations is 


the way of the worldly. 
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Among the arrogant, there is an excessive focus on outward 
appearances. The ultimate manifestation of this weakness is 


shirk (associating partners with God). 


Arrogance towards People: When a person considers themselves 
to be superior and looks down upon others, feeling ashamed of 
equal treatment or obedience, it is a sign of arrogance. Such 
behavior is unbecoming and contradicts the essence of humility 
that is required in interpersonal relations. Arrogance is a quality 
that belongs to God alone, and aspiring to possess this trait is 
equivalent to associating oneself with God's divine attributes. 
This results in a form of sinful behavior, as treating others as 
inferior while placing oneself above them is similar to claiming a 
share in God's sovereignty. All of creation are servants of God, 


and no one should consider themselves superior to others. 


The harmful effects of arrogance are numerous. One significant 
consequence is that it prevents a person from accepting the 


truth or listening to others. Instead, they are prepared to reject 


and deny, a trait commonly seen in arrogant and hypocritical 
individuals. Hazrat Abdullah bin Mas'ud (may Allah be pleased 


with him) remarked that it is a sin for a person to disregard a 


warning to fear God and instead respond by criticizing the 
person giving the advice. 
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Arrogance is a harmful habit. For instance, Iblis (Satan) refused 
to bow to Adam (peace be upon him) out of arrogance, claiming 
superiority because he was created from fire while Adam was 
created from clay. This arrogance led to his refusal to obey God's 


command. 


Every sin committed out of desire can be forgiven by Allah, but 
sins committed due to arrogance are harder to forgive. Iblis's sin 
was rooted in arrogance, while Adam's sin was due to a lapse. 
Therefore, arrogance is among the most dangerous evils, and 
overcoming it requires more than mere awareness or desire, it 


demands a thorough remedy and correction. 


Treatment for Arrogance 


Allah has created differences among humans, some being more 
and others less. These differences can lead to a sense of 
superiority in some individuals. The one who has more might 
develop arrogance over the one who has less, which is a grave sin 
in the sight of Allah. This system of differentiation is meant as a 
test. Those who have less should not feel inferior, and those who 
have more should not feel superior. The one who has less should 
demonstrate that worldly deficiencies are insignificant 
compared to the significance of avoiding deficiency in the 
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Hereafter. Conversely, the one who has more should show 
gratitude and remain humble when interacting with those who 
have less, rather than flaunting superiority or exploiting their 


advantage. 


If a person faces three conditions neediness, illness, and death, 
they would not wish to look down upon others. Despite these 
three conditions, arrogance remains ignorance. Self-awareness 
helps to keep a person away from arrogance In Islam, humility 
(deliberately lowering one's status) is encouraged, not self- 
importance. Islam does not grant any status to self-importance. 
In most cases, self-importance is simply another name for 
arrogance. True dignity lies in humility, acknowledging mistakes 


without hesitation, and avoiding arrogance. 


When there is a dispute between two people, it often escalates 


into a matter of honor and pride. In such cases, a person may 


feel that changing their stance would be dishonorable, leading 


them to stubbornly adhere to their position to protect their 
perceived dignity. This stubbornness or insistence, often called 
self-respect, is a form of arrogance. Stubbornness is believing 
oneself to be right without rational or evidence-based reasoning, 


like arrogance. 
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Arrogance is a psychological flaw, while humility and modesty 
are considered great virtues. Shirk (associating partners with 
Allah) occurs in relation to Allah, while arrogance occurs in 
relation to others. Shirk involves considering anyone other than 
Allah as great, whereas arrogance involves considering oneself 
superior to others. In the eyes of Allah, shirk is an unforgivable 


sin, while arrogance towards others is also condemned. 
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Allah does not forgive that partners be associated with Him, but 
He forgives anything else for whom He wills. And whoever 
associates partners with Allah has certainly fabricated a 


tremendous sin. 


Hadith:One who has in their heart the weight of a mustard seed 


of arrogance shall not enter Paradise. 


Removing arrogance from the heart. The root of arrogance lies 
within the heart, and it manifests through the limbs and organs, 
which are its branches. Just trimming the branches does not 


cause the tree to rot; therefore, the complete cure is to uproot the 
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root. To achieve this, two tasks are necessary: one is intellectual 


treatment, and the other is practical treatment. 


The intellectual treatment is that a person should recognize 
their own self and then gain knowledge of the Divine. The 
Hadith states: "Whoever recognizes themselves, indeed 


recognizes their Lord."(43 aye fed Ainah Ca ye OA) 


By this understanding, arrogance will, God willing, be removed 
because once a person becomes truly aware of the reality and 
nature of their own self; they will develop a firm conviction that 
the self is more worthless than the worthless and more 
insignificant than the insignificant. For such a self, humility and 
servitude are most appropriate and fitting. 


And after that, when a person comes to know the Divine, they 
will understand that His majesty and majesty are deserving of 


none but Him. 


Recognition of Self 


When there is a lack of reflection and thought, recognizing the 
self becomes difficult. Reflect on the verses of the Quran that 
mention the initial creation of a human being, their 


intermediate state, and their ultimate end. 
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(Cursed be the human being! How stubbornly does he deny the 
truth! From what did Allah create him? From a mere drop of 
fluid, Allah created him, then determined his destiny, then made 
the path of life easy for him, then caused him to die and placed 
him in the grave.) 


The meaning is that all blessings health, wealth, children, and so 
forth are given to us so that we express gratitude and turn 
towards Him, rather than becoming arrogant and rebellious, 
rejecting His messengers and looking down upon the pious poor. 
Before coming into existence, man was hidden in the veil of non- 
existence, and what could be more insignificant and 


contemptible than something that does not exist? 


Before existence, a person was hidden in the veil of non-being, 
and what could be more inferior and insignificant than 
something that does not exist? Allah brought a person from 
non-being into existence, creating them from something lowly 
(earth) and then from an impure substance (semen). From 
semen, He created blood, from blood a clump of flesh, then 
bones, and finally flesh and skin. Upon entering the world, the 
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person had the same base and flawed attributes unable to see, 


hear, understand, speak, grasp, know, or think. 


Indeed, before life, there was non-being; the beginning of life was 
marked by defects. Weakness came before strength, ignorance 
before knowledge, blindness before sight, misguidance before 
guidance, poverty before wealth, hunger before satiety, and 
nakedness before clothing. Before gaining power, one was 
powerless. For the sustenance of life and its continuation, 


necessary provisions were granted. 


One should reflect on how Allah created them with various 
measures and made all paths easy for them. Then, observe how, 
in response, they show ingratitude and rebelliousness, which 


reveals their profound ignorance. 


The person was initially insignificant and imperfect, and this 
continued through their life. They have no control over their own 
benefits or harms, nor over good or evil. They seek knowledge 
about many things but remain ignorant. They wish to remember 
certain things but are unable to do so. They are powerless 


against doubts and thoughts. The self’ desires what is harmful 


and considers beneficial things as bad. Day or night, morning or 


evening, they are never secure from the possibility of sudden loss 


of sight, hearing, understanding, or physical ability. They might 
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face diseases, poverty, or death at any time. If Allah wills, they 


might find peace; otherwise, unrest will prevail. 


Their life is that of a dependent and helpless servant with no 
control over themselves or others. This is the state of human life, 
and its end is painful. The soul will be taken, and then hearing, 
sight, abilities, and strength will be removed. The person will 
retun to the state they were in before: as an impure, 
decomposing corpse. The body will be quickly buried in the 
earth, where it will decompose, bones will disintegrate, and 
worms will consume it. The foul smell and decay will be so 


extreme that even animals will avoid it. Eventually, the remains 


will mix with the earth and be used in building materials. 


If the state of a person who faces such an end were to be 
compared to that of an animal, the animal might seem better 
because it avoids the judgment and punishment that humans 
face. If the state of a person in hell were visible to a worldly 
person, the horror would be so overwhelming that they might 
faint. Given such a fate, how could one feel superior and 


arrogant? This is the true remedy for arrogance. 


Practical Remedy for Arrogance: The practical remedy is for a 
person to openly embrace humility. Humility comes from the 


root meaning to put aside one’s status and honor. A humble 
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person is one who, despite their rank, puts aside their pride. For 
instance, the Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him), who 
was the best of creation, used to eat while sitting on the ground 
and said that he was a servant and ate like the servants do. 
When asked why he did not wear new clothes, Salman al-Farsi 
(may Allah be pleased with him) replied that he was a servant 
and would wear new clothes on the day he is freed, which refers 
to the Day of Judgment. 


The followers of the Prophet (peace be upon him) were 
commanded to believe and pray because they viewed humility 
and modesty as undesirable. They were so proud that they 
would not even bend down to pick up a piece of garbage. Prayer 
was prescribed to break this arrogance because it includes both 
bowing and prostration, which are symbols of humility. Since 
arrogance is inherent in human nature, the command to pray 
was given to fulfill the need for humility. The actions of the limbs 
affect the heart, and the heart's state affects the limbs. 


Removing the Causes of Arrogance 


Pride in Lineage: Arrogance due to lineage arises due to 
ignorance and negligence. It is because valuing one's own honor 


based on someone else's excellence is meaningless. If there is no 
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excellence in oneself then the nobility or superiority of one's 
ancestors does not benefit at all. This is just an illusion, a 
deceptive notion, and a false sense of reassurance. If the ancestor 
one is proud of were alive, they would likely say, “You are from 
my lineage, but you have no inherent virtue,” because one drop 
of semen is not superior to another unless it possesses attains 
excellence. 

The second point is that a person should not attribute their 
imagination to their true lineage. Suppose someone's father has 
told him that both of them are Sayyids. After that, the pride of 
lineage settled in the son's heart. A few years passed, and the 


father passed away. Upon inquiring with the elder members of 
the family, it was revealed that the late father was a barber. The 
experienced elders fully assured him of this fact. Now, a 


revolution took place in his heart: he realized he was the son of a 
lowly father. This feeling remained in his heart, and no trace of 
pride was left. This is how a wise and perceptive person should 
be, as Allah Almighty has stated that He created you from an 
impure drop; this is indeed your origin. Awareness of one's 


origin prevents pride in lineage. 


Pride in Beauty: Beauty, like other blessings, is a gift and a 


source of arrogance. This is often seen in women. A beautiful 
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person should look away from their external appearance and 


reflect on their internal state. From the hair on the head to the 


nails on the feet, one will find many aspects that are humbling. 


All human organs contain impurities: the stomach holds feces, 
the bladder holds urine, the nose contains mucus, the mouth 
has saliva and mucus, the ears have wax, the veins carry impure 
blood, and under the skin is pus. The eyes have dirt, teeth and 
gums contain filth and sweat can emit an unpleasant odor. 
When body dirt mixes with sweat, it attracts insects. Breath, 
cough, sneezes, yawns, and belches also carry foulness. There is 
dirt and odor in the thighs, armpits, and between the fingers. 
Throughout the day, a person urinates multiple times and 
defecates twice, washing their hands each time. After using the 
toilet, they don’t even take a careful look at the waste. The body 
needs to be washed daily; otherwise, people would avoid the 
unpleasant smell. The reality is that humans are made from filth 
(semen), grow in filth (menstruation), and live in filth. Now if 
one takes pride in their lineage, nobility, or any form of social 
status, they should be reminded that Adam was made from 
such substances. If you cover excrement with silver foil, it still 
does not become a sweet dish; if waste were placed in a perfume 
bottle, it would not become perfume. Silk is not appropriate for a 


donkey, nor is a gold chain fitting for a pig. A donkey tied in a 
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stable does not become a horse, and decorating a dog does not 
change its true nature. Similarly, a filthy, weak, and humble 
person, submerged in the reality of their impermanence, has no 


place for pride or arrogance, only servitude suits. 


Pride in Wealth: Pride in wealth is different from pride in one's 
own beauty because wealth is external. Wealth includes money, 
property, buildings, palaces, gardens, farms, livestock, and 
vehicles. This kind of pride is useless because all such 
possessions can be lost or destroyed at any moment, leaving one 
destitute and humiliated. If one reflects, they will see that even 
disbelievers can be wealthier. What pride can there be in a status 
where even disbelievers excel? The value of wealth can be 
destroyed at any time, and the owner may end up among the 
poor whom they hate, realizing that what they thought was 
valuable was worthless. True ownership lies with the Real Owner. 
Humans do not own their own lives, bodies, hearts, or even their 
faculties and senses. They are always vulnerable to calamities 


and diseases. 


Pride in Strength and Power: Even the strongest individual feels 


pain from a simple muscle strain, or from a splinter in the foot. 
A mosquito in the nose, an ant in the ear, or a pebble in the eye 


can cause significant discomfort. A single fever can weaken a 
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person's strength for months, and persistent diarrhea can drain 
their energy. A piece of dry food stuck in the throat can cause a 
significant disturbance, and a dislocated jaw can result from a 
strong yawn. Strength can be so fleeting that even an angry 
person may injure themselves when throwing a stone. A person, 
in a fit of rage, threw a stone forcefully at a dog, but the bone left 
a gap in the collar, then when it comes to strength, the donkey, 
horse, and ox are many times stronger than humans. What is 
there to be proud of in a trait where animals excel? if a person 
goes a day without eating, they feel dizzy, and their strength 
diminishes. The impoverished have a clear understanding of 
their powerlessness, especially those whose condition resembles 
the end of the month during Ramadan, with their faces 
reflecting tales of hardship. Humans are needy, weak, helpless, 


and compelled arrogance does not suit them. 


Pride in Status and Authority: This type of pride arises quickly 
because it gives people a false sense of control. However, power 


and authority are temporary. True dignity and majesty belong to 


Allah alone. For instance, when Pharaoh asked Moses for a sign 


of prophethood, Moses threw his stick on the ground, which 
turned into a snake so fearsome that Pharaoh hid under his 


throne. Similarly, when the Caliph Mansur ordered that Imam 
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Jafar al-Sadiq be presented to him for execution, the minister 
hesitated, recognizing that it would be inappropriate to kill 
someone of such esteemed status. But Caliph Mansur did not 
listen. However, when Imam Ja'far al-Sadiq was brought before 
the Caliph, the Caliph was so impressed by his presence and 
grandeur that he stood to greet him and eventually sent him 
away with great respect. True sovereignty belongs only to the 


incomparable Creator. 


Pride in Knowledge: This is one of the most dangerous forms of 
arrogance and is difficult to overcome. Knowledge is valued 
more than wealth or beauty, and its inherent pride can be 
challenging to diminish. A scholar should focus on the afterlife 
and see their own self as insignificant to combat pride. They 
should avoid feeling superior to others, even to disbelievers, as 
they might find faith later, while a misguided scholar could lose 
their way. A scholar should view other scholars with the belief 


that they might know more or have less sin due to their longer 


years of worship. True knowledge should foster humility and 
fear of Allah, not arrogance. 


Pride in Worship and RighteousnessThe worshiper thinks that 
the scholar is deserving of virtue, whether they act or not, 


because knowledge may become a means of salvation and 
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atonement for sins for the scholar. The worshiper should reflect 
on the fact that their own end is uncertain. If they notice the 
outward sins of others, such as a fornicator, drunkard, or thief; 
they should, in such cases, consider their own inner sins, such 


as pride, envy, extravagance, false beliefs, and so on. 


Arrogance arises through excellence, all abilities and qualities 


are a gift from the Creator of the universe. One should express 


gratitude for these gifts rather than harboring arrogance, as 
everything is granted by Him. 
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